HOPE TOWN JUNIOR SAILING - One Year Overview

In March of 2005, a group of Hope Town Sailing Club members, local parents,
and business-people, began to organize a Junior Sailing Program for Hope
Town. In just over a year, the program grew from concept to reality. From the
initial fund-raising and purchase of six sailboats, to student enroliment and actual
classes, we now have 26 children in Hope Town who have learned how to sail!
Every Saturday since January, students have learned to launch, rig, sail, capsize
and recover, de-rig, clean, and put away their Optimist Dinghies.

Classes were held through May, culminating in a regatta to commemorate the
revival of the Derek Lee Trophy, first awarded in the 60's and 70's for the Junior
Sunfish Program. The graduates of that program are among the premier Hope
Town sailors today. The new generation winners are: first place Noah Albury,
second place Dylan Thompson, and third place Danielle Moss. Spirit Awards
were given to Candice Trembley and Ben Patterson. Erin Patterson won the
Sportsmanship Award.

In the 2007 season, these Hope Town Junior Sailors should provide some stiff
competition for the rest of the Bahamas Opti fleet!

First place - Noah Albury Spirit Awards - Ben Patterson and
Second place - Dylan Thompson Candice Trembley
Third place - Danielle Moss Sportsmanship Award - Erin Patterson

Second Row - Matt McCoy, Instructor,
Ron Engle, Rear Commodore, Hope
Town Sailing Club

Hope Town Junior Sailing is deeply indebted to the Bahamas Sailing
Association for guidance and advice, duty, shipping, etc. during the development
of our program. Individuals, organizations, and businesses all came together to
ensure that Hope Town's Junior Program flourished. THANK YOU BSA!!!



